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SUBJECT: MUHAMMAD HAFIZ ISMA IL: NEW EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR TO PARIS 

1 . PRESS ANNOUNCED FEBRUARY 22 THAT MUHAMMED HAFIZ ISMAIL HAS 
BEEN APPOINTED EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE BY PRESIDENTIAL 
DECREE. ANNOUNCEMENT COMES AS SURPRISE BECAUSE ISMAIL HAS, 

SINCE NOV. 76, BEEN SLATED TO BECOME AEP IN NEW DELHI. HE 

WAS AMBASSADOR PARIS ONCE BEFORE, FROM 1968-70. 

2. LAST INR BIO REPORT (BE. 1974) ACCURATELY DESCRIBED ISMAIL 
POSITION AS SADAT'S CHIEF FOREIGN POLICY ADVISOR, "EGYPT’S 
KISSINGER". AT THAT TIME ISMAIL HEADED HIS OWN 15-MEMBER NSC 
STAFF WITHIN THE PRESIDENCY AND HAD PERHAPS MORE INFLUENCE 
THAN FONMIN FAHMY WITH SADAT. BUT PRESIDENT'S DECISION DURING 
JANUARY 1974 SINAI I NEGOTIATIONS TO PURSUE JOINT GOE-USG 
APPROACH TO PEACE PROCESS WAS DECISION WHICH ISMAIL OPPOSED AT 
ASWAN. OVERRULED BY SADAT, ISMAIL, TOO LOYAL TO MAKE WAVES 
INFORMED THE PRESIDENT THAT HIS ALLEGED EGGS IN ONE BASKET 
APPROACH WOULD NOT BEAR FRUIT, AND THAT HE (ISMAIL) CONSEQUENTLY 
PREFERRED TO REMOVE HIMSELF FROM THE FOREIGN POLICY DECISION MAKING 
PROCESS FOR THE TIME BEING. HE DISBANDED HIS NSC AN D REQUESTED 

THE EMBASSY IN LONDON. LONDON WAS TURNED DOWN AND HE WAS GIVEN 
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MOSCOW INSTEAD, ARRIVING THERE IN APRIL 1974. HE SUBSEQUENTLY 
TOLD FRIENDS THAT, GIVEN RELATIVE UNIMPORTANCE OF MOSCOW IN 
SUBSEQUENT DISENGAGEMENT NEGOTIATIONS, AND GIVEN UNPLEASANTNESS 
OF LIFE IN SOVIET CAPITAL, HE WAS NOT HAPPY. IN MARCH 76, AT HIS 
REQUEST, HE RETURNED TO CARIO WHERE HE AWAITED AN APPROPRIATE 
APPOINTMENT. IN NOVEMBER IT WAS ANNOUNCED HE WOULD GO TO NEW 
DELHI. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


3. SUDDEN SWITCH FROM DELHI TO PARIS, COMING AS IT DOES WHITE 
FRENCH FONMIN CONDUCTING OFFICIAL TALKS WITH GOE, IS FRANKLY 
PUZZLING. FRENCH EMBOFF TELLS US ISMAIL WAS NOT REMARKABLE SUCCESS- 
FUL AS AMBASSDOR IN PARIS SOME YEARS AGO AND HE APPARENTLY DOES 
NOT SPEAK FRENCH. WHETHER ISMAIL VIESS HAVE SHIFTED TOWARD 
SUPPORTING SADAT'S FOREIGN POLICY OR NOT, SADAT CAN BE SURE THAT ISMA 
IL WILL 

SERVE HIM LOYALLY. ISMAIL HAS BEEN PEDDLING LINE THAT USSR IS 
CLEARLY ACHIEVING MILITARY PARITY WITH US AND THAT NATO BONDS HAVE 
BEEN SERIOUSLY WEAKENED IN RECENT YEARS. HENCE, GOE SHOULD AVOID 
ANY EXCLUSIVE DEPENDENCE ON USG AND MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH 
USSR. HE IS ALSO CONVINCED THAT USG IS TOTALLY TIED TO ISRAELI 
INTERESTS AND IS SKEPTICAL OF OUR WILLINGNESS OR ABILITY 
ACTIVELY PUSH ME PEACE PROCESS. 

4. PRESENT EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE HAS SEVERAL FACTORS 
GOING FOR HIM: HE IS CLOSE FRIEND OF SADAT'S FAMILY; HE IS 
CLOSE FRIEND AND HIGHLY RESPECTED CAREER FOREIGN SERVICE 
COLLEAGUE OF FAHMY'S (UNLIKE ISMAIL, WHO WAS FAHMY'S CHIEF 
RIVAL AND IS NOT CAREER DIPLOMAT); HE SPEAKS FLUENT FRENCH 
AND HAS LOCAL REPUTATION OF BEING A HIGHLY EFFECTIVE DIPLOMAT 
IN PARIS. FURTHERMORE, AS HE HAS TOLD US NUMEROUS TIMES, HE 
ENJOYS HIS POST AND BELIEVES HE IS DOING GOOD JOB. 

THEREFORE, IT IS PARTICULARLY INTERESTING THAT OUT OF THE BLUE, 
FAHMY'S OLD RIVAL HAS BEEN SELECTED TO REPLACE FAHMY'S OLD 
FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE. 
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